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More in Tarrant County are living in poverty even as 

household incomes rise  
By Yamil Berard, Star-Telegram 

 

F 
ive U.S. states have posted a 

significant drop in the number of 

people living in poverty but Texas 

is not one of them, even though 

household incomes have climbed in the 

state, according to U.S. Census data 

released Wednesday. 

     States that saw a reduction in poverty 

rates included California, Michigan, 

Mississippi, North Carolina and 

Washington.  

     Poverty rate increases occurred in 

Alaska, Colorado, Florida and Minnesota, 

the 2014 data showed. 

     Texas’ rate was mostly unchanged, said 

Michael E. Cline, associate director of the 

Hobby Center for the Study of Texas at 

Rice University in Houston. 

     In fact, the Lone Star state has seen a 

significant increase in its poverty rate from 

2007 to 2014, data showed.  

     Texas’ rate has climbed to about 17 

percent from 16.1 percent over that period, 

Cline said. 

     “If you compare 2007 to 2014 figures, 

all states had an increase in the poverty 

rate, except four states — Colorado, 

Washington D.C., North Dakota and 

South Dakota,’’ Cline said.  

     “It’s really the long-term trend going 

from year-to-year that you want to look 

at,’’ he said.  

     “Texas from 2013 to 2014 didn’t show a 

statistically significant change.” 

     In 2014, the Texas rate was 17.2 

compared to 17.5 percent in 2013. 

     Nationally, the poverty rate dropped 

slightly to 15.5 percent in 2014 from 15.8 

percent in 2013.  

     In 2014, the nation had 48.2 million 

people living in poverty, compared to 48.8 

million a year prior, U.S. Census 

Bureau data showed. 

     In 2014, Texas had about 4.5 million 

people living in poverty, the data showed. 

Tarrant figures 

     Meanwhile, Tarrant County’s median 

household income was higher than the 

state and the nation.  

     In 2014, it reported a median 

household income of $58,127.The county 

median in 2013 was $56,906 in 2013. 

     By contrast, the nation’s median 

household income at the county level 

ranged from $21,658 to $125,635. 

     Cline cautioned against making 

assertions about minimal rate changes. 

Numerous states showed slight very 

slight rates declines, he said. 

     “Some of those are not statistically 

significant,’’ Cline said. 

     Some of the numbers may mask some 

realities.  

     For example, Tarrant County’s rate of 

poor stayed flat at 15.2 percent even 

though the county had more people living 

in poverty.  

     In 2014, the county had 291,534 people 

living in poverty. In 2013, it had 286,019. 

     Cline said that a drop in poverty rates in 

some states could signal an economic 

boost. 

     “Looking at when you go all the way 

back to the last recession, most other 

states were impacted quite a lot from the 

economic downturn,’’ Cline said.  

     “Texas didn’t hurt as bad (from the 

recession) and now other states may be 

recovering.’’ 

     The poverty data is provided by the 

Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and 

Poverty Estimates program.  

     Each year, income and poverty  

[Cont’d on pg. 28] 

Poverty has long been a major issue in North Texas. Lashandea Black signs in to the Hunger Banquet 

held at Texas Woman's University, as Ha Tran looks on. The assembly brought to light the world hun-

ger and poverty situation. 11-17-04 Special to the Star Telegram William Miskiewicz --NE Metro--

 William Miskiewicz Special to the Star-Telegram 
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Dallas' never ending crackdown  on sleeping while homeless 
By Eric Nicholson, Dallas Observer 

 

I t was a crisp but bright day in late 

December, and James was taking 

advantage of the sunshine to dry his pants 

on a chain-link fence paralleling St. Paul 

Street just south of downtown.  

     At the bottom of a small embankment, 

squeezed between the Interstate 30 service 

road and Dallas Heritage Village, were a 

half-dozen tents.  

     He’d been staying there for a few weeks 

since he’d secured a tent for a few bucks 

on the thriving secondary market where 

much of the wares donated to the 

homeless by church groups promptly end 

up, graduating from the cardboard mat 

he’d been sleeping on beneath an adjacent 

underpass.  

     He didn’t want to give his last name but 

was happy to describe the broad outlines 

of his backstory.  

     He immigrated from Kenya in the 

1980s, fell hard into drugs, got clean and 

found Jesus but not, so far, a place to stay.  

     Like anyone who’s spent much time on 

the streets here, he’s been ticketed 

repeatedly for what almost certainly ranks 

among the least offensive criminal 

offenses in Dallas: sleeping in public.  

     Dozing, too, is illegal, but it’s all 

wrapped into the same statute: A person 

commits an offense if he sleeps or dozes in 

a street, alley, park or other public place; 

or sleeps or dozes in a vacant lot adjoining 

a public street or highway. 

     Twice he’s been busted on the steps of 

the Scottish Rite Temple, once by a Dallas 

ISD administrative building on Ervay 

Street, once by First Presbyterian Church, 

once in front of The Stewpot and once 

beneath an underpass in Deep Ellum 

where he was sheltering from the rain. 

     “So I’ve got about six,” he concludes. 

He hasn’t bothered to show up for court, 

which means he almost certainly has a 

warrant for failure to appear, but he 

shrugs it off.  

     “I figure I’ll just go in there, spend 

two nights in jail and get rid of it.” 

     Sarge, who spends sunny days in Main 

Street Garden listening to classic rock on 

a tinny boom box and drinking bourbon 

from a styrofoam cup, has been homeless 

for 23 years.  

     He, too, is a serial public sleeper, 

though, after pausing a moment to 

consider, he can only ballpark the 

number of tickets he’s received.  

     “Psssh. Seventy-five?” 

     Adam P. Smith, who resembles a 30-

something hipster but is in fact a 51-year-

old serial bank robber (now retired), has 

been homeless off and on for years.  

     “You can go to the city of Dallas 

website and look me up,” he says.        

There, one finds records of 40 citations 

Smith has received since 2010.    Just less 

than half are for public intoxication.  

     One is for a crime that seems even less 

offensive than sleeping: “attempted 

obstruction of a public sidewalk,” which 

Smith says he received after falling asleep 

at a DART bus stop.  

     He owes more than $5,000 in fines and 

fees, which automatically blocks him from 

getting his driver’s license, and six of the 

offenses have turned into warrants.  

     “They’re so stupid,” he says of the 

sleeping in public tickets. 

     Sleeping in public has been illegal 

in Dallas since the early 1990s, 

when the city responded to its 

surging homeless population by 

churning out a passel of “quality of 

life” ordinances setting curfews for 

public parks and making it illegal 

to do things like rummage through 

trash cans, drink in public and 

panhandle. The city was also 

aggressive about disbanding 

encampments. 

[Cont’d on pg. 6] 

Downtown Dallas skyline                                                                Photo:  www.dollarphotoclub.com/dnaveh 
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get their first street level glimpse of the 

City after exiting the freeways.  

     As a result, Division Street running 

beneath a five block long stretch of 

freeway overhead – a street serving mostly 

locals and not often used by tourists – has 

become, on both sides, a continuous line 

of tents.  

     Out of sight. Out of mind. 

     “We are trying to get people into the 

shelters now” said San Francisco Police 

Chief, Greg Suhr to media last August 

concerning the lead up to the big party. 

     Not to worry, the Chief is going to try to 

get people into one of the 1200 shelter 

beds that have, as of today, 886 people on 

their waiting list.  

     There are also another 5000 people 

who aren’t on that waiting list at all 

because they’ve given up on the system 

ever working for them?  

     I’m sure the Chief is aware of these 

numbers since they have remained fairly 

constant throughout his tenure.  

[Cont’d on pg. 7] 

By Kenneth Dotson, San Francisco 

 

T 
he Super Bowl 50 signs are going 

up all over town. The sides of 

hotels and office towers are – in 

violation of city ordinance - 

being transformed into giant billboards 

proclaiming San Francisco the host city of 

the 50th  NFL Championship.  

     We’re hosting pretty much everything – 

everything, that is, except the actual Super 

Bowl. That’s being played two counties to 

the south.   

     While Santa Clara is hosting the game, 

San Francisco will be hosting the gridlock, 

the street closures and detours, the 

rerouted and suspended transit lines, and 

the added congestion that will make 

getting around town for three weeks a 

monumental challenge.  

     Oh, and of course, we’ll be hosting the 

police harassment of homeless and poor 

people whose very existence threatens to 

mar the festivities by forcing visitors see 

beyond the mask officials intend the City 

to wear for the occasion. 

   “They are going to have to leave” said 

San Francisco Mayor, Edwin M. Lee. 

      “We’ll give you an alternative. We are 

always going to be supportive. But you 

are going to have to leave the street. Not 

just because it is illegal, but because it is 

dangerous.” 

     To be clear, The Super Bowl festivities 

in question will be taking place on public 

streets and in a public plaza – the same 

plaza that served as the center of the 

Occupy SF movement several years back.  

     There is nothing illegal about being on a 

public street or in a public plaza.   

     Rather than inventing some legal 

fantasy or suggesting that the presence of 

poor people presents a danger to the 

public, a bit of honesty, while unlikely, 

would be refreshing.  

     The reality is that the last thing this 

Mayor wants visitors to see is a living, 

breathing testament to his and failure to 

govern effectively.  

     The only danger is that posed to the 

Mayor’s already tarnished image – and in 

Ed Lee’s San Francisco, appearance is 

more important than substance. 

     For a couple of months now, an 

underpass on the I-80 approach to the 

San Francisco side of the Bay Bridge has 

been the site of a growing number of 

people living in tents.  

     Unfortunately for them, this will be 

the primary entrance point to the City for 

travelers arriving through Oakland 

International Airport.  

     After months of looking the other way, 

the San Francisco PD and the 

Department of Public Works descended 

on the encampment.  

     Within a couple of hours, no sign 

remained of the tents or people.  

     Mission accomplished.  

     This scenario has been repeated at the 

various other points visitors will likely 

Super Bowl 50: Homeless in the host city 

Lombard Street, San Francisco                                                                                                        Photo:  pmphoto 
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Dallas' never ending crackdown… 

[Cont’d from pg. 4] 

      In 1994 the city unceremoniously 

bulldozed an encampment of several 

hundred tents beneath the freeway 

separating downtown from Deep Ellum, 

ostensibly for public health and 

humanitarian reasons but really, it 

seemed, because Dallas was preparing to 

host the World Cup and didn’t want to 

look bad on an international stage. 

     The same year, a federal judge pushed 

back against the city, temporarily barring 

the city from enforcing its sleeping in 

public ordinance on the grounds that, 

given the paucity of shelter beds and the 

rules attached to them, the law effectively 

made it a crime to be homeless.  

     U.S. District Judge Joe Kendall’s 

discussion of the issue was almost as 

philosophical as it was legal: 

     It should be a foregone 

conclusion that maintaining human 

life requires certain acts, among 

them being the consuming of 

nourishment, breathing and 

sleeping.  

     The evidence before the court … 

demonstrates that at any given 

time, there are persons in Dallas 

who have no place to go, who could 

not find shelter even if they wanted 

to — and many of them do want to 

— and who would be turned away 

from shelters for a variety of 

reasons.  

     There are not enough beds 

available at the area shelters to 

accommodate the demand.  

     Some persons do not meet 

particular shelters' eligibility 

requirements.  

     For many of those homeless in 

Dallas, the unavailability of shelter 

is not a function of choice; it is not 

an issue of choosing to remain 

outdoors rather than sleep on a 

shelter’s floor because the shelter 

could not provide a bed that one 

found suitable enough.  

     The evidence demonstrates that 

for a number of Dallas homeless at 

this time, homelessness is 

involuntary and irremediable.  

     They have no place to go other 

than the public lands they live on.  

     In other words, they must be in 

public. And it is also clear that 

they must sleep.  

     Although sleeping is an act 

rather than a status, the status of 

being could clearly not be 

criminalized under Robinson [a 

case that struck down a law 

making it illegal to be addicted to 

narcotics].  

     Because being does not exist 

without sleeping, criminalizing the 

latter necessarily punishes the 

homeless for their status as 

homeless, a status necessarily 

forcing them to be in public.  

     The Court concludes that it is 

clear, then, that the sleeping in 

public ordinance as applied against 

the homeless is unconstitutional. 

     The ruling didn’t last.  

     The city appealed, and in 1995 the 5th 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned 

Kendall’s decision on a technicality.  

     Their discussion of the issue was 

considerably more prosaic than Kendall’s.  

     “We have thoroughly examined the 

designated record on appeal.  

     While we find that numerous tickets 

have been issued, we find no indication 

that any of the Appellees have been  

[Cont’d on pg. 12] 

Photo:  Giuseppe Porzani  
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Super Bowl 50:  Homeless in the host city 

[Cont’d from pg. 5] 

 

     Suggesting there would be even a 

remote possibility of sheltering the people 

his department plans to displace for the 

unfortunately, completely consistent with 

the City’s handling of homeless issues.  

     It sounded good for reporters.  

     While, at this point, the buck stops with 

City officials, it’s important to note that 

San Francisco, and every city around the 

country, are trying, to some degree or 

another, to deal with a situation that 

wasn’t of their making and is, in many 

ways, beyond the scope of their ability to 

resolve.  

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM 

I 
n the 1980’s, the Reagan 

Administration orchestrated and 

presided over the malicious and 

intentional creation of mass 

homelessness the likes of which had not 

been seen in the United States since the 

Hoovervilles of the Great Depression.  

     Reagan and his handlers specifically 

designed legislation, tax cuts, budget cuts, 

and deregulation with the goal of shifting 

wealth upwards while decimating the 

social safety net.  

     Under the Reagan Administration, and 

with the assistance of the Congressional 

rubber stamp, the United States abdicated 

its Constitutional responsibility to 

“promote the general welfare” of its 

citizens in favor of pandering to Corporate 

and Banking interests. 

     Federal housing assistance was reduced 

unmercifully during the 1980s.  

     In 1981 the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development had budget 

authorizations of $32.2 billion; by 1989 

they had been slashed to a mere $6.9 

billion--a reduction of 78 percent.  

     The federal government abandoned its 

50-year- old commitment to build public 

housing.  

     In 1979 Congress authorized nearly 

55,000 new units of public housing.  

     In 1984 the number of units 

authorized was zero, and it has averaged 

less than 7,400 since then.  

     When Ronald Reagan took office, the 

median price of a home in the United 

States was around $63K.  

     Thanks to deregulation, when he left 

office, the median price had risen to 

around $120K.  

     That drastic reduction in public 

housing construction, combined with the 

deregulation of the Financial Services 

industry during the Reagan years, 

created mass homelessness as we know 

it today. 

THE GIPPER’S LEGACY 

     During and prior to the Reagan years, 

cities across the US were hurting 

financially. Several major cities were 

forced to declare bankruptcy.  

     Providing basic services to their 

residents became a challenge. Rather 

than easing their burdens, Federal 

policies magnified them. Cities were left 

to pick up the slack left by oppressive 

and irresponsible cuts in Federal 

funding.  

     Most are still playing catch up and 

may never, apart from the Federal 

Government resuming its proper role, 

extricate themselves from budgetary 

hole that is the hallmark of the Reagan 

legacy.  

     Today, there are almost as many 

people without homes just in New York 

and Los Angeles – not including their 

extended metro areas - as there were in 

the entire nation at the beginning of the 

Reagan years.  

CLOSER TO HOME 

L 
ike cities across the nation, San 

Francisco’s homeless 

population ballooned in the 

80’s.  

     While housing prices nationwide 

almost doubled during the Reagan years, 

California experienced a much larger 

increase (prior to the Reagan years, 

California housing prices – including LA 

and SF – were in line with the national  

[Cont’d on pg. 29] 
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Coming To Texas:  

Special-Ed Cams To Protect Students From Their Own Teachers 

By Ryan Schuette, NPR 

 

B y now, we've all heard about how body 

cameras could prevent more police 

violence, or at least catch it in the act.  

     But what about cameras to protect 

special-needs kids from their own teachers 

— and the teachers themselves from false 

accusations? 

     It'll be a reality soon in Texas.  

     The Lone Star State passed a law in 

June that made it the first in the nation to 

make it mandatory for schools — if asked 

to do so — to videotape interactions 

between teachers and their special-needs 

students. 

     The law, which takes effect at the start 

of the next school year, applies to all of the 

state's public schools and charters, and to 

any self-contained classroom in which at 

least half the students receive special-ed 

services for at least half the day. 

     Not every school has to install one 

automatically or even at all.  

     But districts are required to provide 

cameras if someone — say, a parent or 

school staff member — asks for them. 

     Here's the thing: There's no way for the 

parents of other students to opt out. Add 

to this the fact that school districts 

themselves will need to find the money for 

these cameras, and educators may face a 

Texas-sized headache for their budgets. 

     "Teachers are mixed, and the districts 

don't like the mandates," said Monty 

Exter, a lobbyist with the Austin-based 

Association of Texas Professional 

Educators. 

     Why Cameras? 

     The measure stems from an 

investigation last year, with NBC-5 in 

Dallas finding that some teachers had 

confined their students in so-called "calm 

rooms," closet-like spaces with doors and 

padding. 

     Some of these rooms had cameras.  

     In one cringe-worthy video recording, 

a teacher forced an 8-year-old boy with 

autism inside a room, forced him to the 

floor and held the door shut despite his 

protests. 

     Just a handful of North Texas schools 

reportedly engaged in these practices, 

but the controversy spurred 

investigations and brought parents to the 

state capital to testify. 

     State Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr., D-Texas, 

who sponsored the original bill, said he 

wanted to "give a voice to someone who 

could not speak up when they were 

abused at school." 

     Another benefit?  

     Lucio says camera footage can protect 

everyone, including educators. "False 

accusations will not fall on good 

teachers," he added. 

     There are restrictions. The way the law 

is written, school districts can't use the 

footage to inform teacher evaluations.  

     The cameras have to be capable of 

capturing audio and video, and they're 

forbidden in bathrooms. 

     Lucio says advocacy groups in other 

states are following the legislation closely, 

too. 

Not Enough Money 

     The school districts themselves will 

likely need to pay for these cameras at a 

time when Texas consistently ranks near 

the bottom of states for public education 

spending. 

     "This is not a small expense," Exter 

said. For some schools, "it would cost 

millions of dollars." 

     Wait — millions?  

     The Texas Council of Administrators of 

Special Education says yes, maybe so.  

     According to the Austin-based advocacy 

group, camera installation, setup and 

storage costs could reach roughly $3,000 

at minimum for every eligible classroom. 

[Cont’d on pg. 29] 
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By Tanya Eiserer, WFAA 

 

T ucked away under a busy interchange 

in the shadow of the Dallas skyline is a city 

most of us will only see driving by. 

     They call it Tent City. 

     “This is my humble home for right 

now,” said Renee Caplicki, showing a 

reporter and a City Council member the 

carefully-organized tent she’s fashioned 

into a home. 

     Here in this homeless encampment, 

Caplicki is better known as Mama 

Renee. She's lived under Interstate 45 for 

eight years now. 

     “Out here you don’t have a sense of 

time, you know? It’s just struggling to 

survive each day,” she said. 

The city tries compassion 

     Not so long ago, city workers would 

come by once a week — unannounced —

 and clear out everything.  

     Caplicki lost her husband's death 

certificate and other valuables during one 

of those many sweeps. 

     “They came in here to harass and to 

humiliate us,” she said. 

     But the city's taking a new approach 

these days.  

     They've stopped the weekly sweeps. 

Portable toilets and trash dumpsters 

went in a few months ago. 

     It was an effort spearheaded by Dallas 

City Council member Scott Griggs, who 

chairs the city’s housing committee.  

     The city obtained permission from the 

state to put the portable toilets and trash 

dumpsters in. 

     “We wanted to show some 

compassion,” Griggs said. “Everyone 

deserves decent, dignified living 

conditions.” 

     Social workers from the Metro Dallas 

Homeless Alliance began going to Tent 

City once a week last year to assess the 

needs of the people that live there.  

     There are other homeless 

encampments in the city, but this is the 

largest by far. 

Tent-dwellers sort things out 

     According to the most recent counts, 

there are about 120 tents divided in five 

sections, and as many as 190 people living 

under the overpasses just outside 

downtown Dallas. 

     In Dallas’ Tent City, the residents 

essentially self-segregate, choosing to live 

with people most like themselves.  

     Alcoholics live with alcoholics; the same 

goes for drug users, and so on. 

     Caplicki readily acknowledges that her 

drug of choice is alcohol. She is a widow. 

Her husband died several years ago, 

leaving her alone on the streets. 

     In the camp, she said, there is a 

hierarchy — a certain order to things. 

     “We’ve asked people to leave,” she said.  

     “People have been banned. If you mind 

your own business and stick with your 

own people and you don’t try to go 

outside your area, you’ll be all right.” 

     Crime is a problem. There are stabbings 

and shootings.  Caplicki herself has been a 

victim. 

     “The streets are hard,” she conceded. 

     But she’s tried to fashion her own home 

of sorts.  

     Her tent has a wooden walkway. A 

wood sculpture sits beside the entrance to 

her tent. A Bible lays nearby. 

     Inside, it’s clean and orderly – the tent 

version of an efficiency apartment. 

     “Everything in here is free, or has been 

given to me, or stuff that’s been thrown 

away,” she said.  

     “The stuff people throw away is pretty 

amazing, I’ll tell you.” 

     Caplicki once took care of her own 

children. Now she mothers those who live 

in tents alongside her in the homeless 

encampment. 

     “I have so many out here that I take 

care of,” she said. 

 

[Cont’d on pg.  9] 

Dallas tries new approach to deal with homeless 

Scores of homeless people live in encampments set up under Dallas freeways.                         Photo: WFAA  
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By Raul Moreno  

Contributing Author Veteran’s Affairs 

 

M y wife was driving home 

from running errands, kids 

in-tow. 

     Our girls were hungry so she 

searched for a bite to eat.  

     As she surveyed sustenance for 

the kiddies, she noticed a vehicle 

that seemed to be following her. 

     Sure enough, as she made her 

selection from the assortment of 

local eateries, the vehicle that 

appeared to be following her 

pulled into the same drive-thru. 

     The driver exited his vehicle 

and approached my wife who was 

trying to order food. 

     “Ma’am! Excuse me, ma’am? I 

noticed your license plates, War 

in Afghanistan. Are you a 

veteran?” 

     Cautiously, my wife 

responded… “No, but my husband 

is.” 

     By this time a couple other cars 

had pulled in, hoping to place 

their orders. 

     The curious man motioned to 

the oncoming traffic the 

international hand-signal for: 

international hand-signal for: 

 

 

 

STOP ! 

          He poured himself out in the 

parking-lot, right in front of the fast-food 

intercom.  

     He wept as he spoke of his service in 

Iraq; though not a veteran, he went there 

to support our country in the early years 

of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

     He spoke of the violence he witnessed, 

the subsequent nightmares that 

accompanied these experiences and the 

sacrifices required of the military veteran 

families that volunteer to serve our great 

country. 

     He then turned to the kinked chain of 

cars lining the lot. Another hand signal, 

horns were honking. 

     “You can wait! This woman’s husband 

went to Afghanistan to protect us. You 

can wait.” 

     My girls heard the commotion and 

drew his attention. Until then, he didn’t 

see the kids through the tinted windows. 

     “Girls, your dad is amazing. Don’t 

you forget it.” 

     He apologized for taking my wife’s 

time and said that when he saw our 

plates, he had to stop and express his 

gratitude. 

     The gesture from this person 

moved my wife, and myself, quite 

a bit.  

     It got me thinking. 

     I used to be very uncomfortable 

when people thanked me for my 

service. I was conflicted: the self-

perceptions of my experiences led 

me to emote inefficiently. 

     The memory of this past 

Memorial Day trickled into mind 

as well.  

     The morning of Memorial Day 

my oldest daughter made a 

surprise for me. She made a book 

that outlined what Memorial Day 

meant to her.  

     As she was reading, she came 

upon a page that gave thanks to 

fallen heroes and the families that 

remember them.  

     She stopped reading and 

looked at me.  “Daddy, this means 

that the soldiers died, right?” 

     “Well, Buggy” I said,  “they 

sacrificed their lives so that 

others may gain.” 

     Then she hit me hard.  “Daddy, 

you were a soldier in 

Afghanistan. You’re lucky you 

didn’t die. 

The words flowed instantly as I 

hugged and kissed her. 

[Cont’d on pg. 28] 
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survival is simply undignified.” 

     To date, Crain’s social workers have 

helped 11 people find a place to live, she 

said.  

     Five of those were moved into housing 

with structured support. 

     They’ve also developed a list of more 

than 50 people who want to move out of 

Tent City.  

     For those people they’ve collected all 

documentation they would need if 

housing becomes available. 

     The problem?  

     There’s simply not enough housing. 

     Behind Tent City, City Square is 

finishing construction on 50 cottages for 

the chronically homeless.  

     Some of the camp's residents will end 

up there.  

     The $8.2 million project is slated to be 

completed in late February or early 

March. 

     It will house the most chronically ill, 

those who have been in and out of jail, 

and those with mental illness, disabilities 

and substance abuse problems. 

     Larry James, CEO of City Square, said 

more housing options will have to be 

developed.   

     But in the meantime, he credits Griggs 

with bringing out a more humane 

approach to the issue of Tent Cities. 

     Before portable toilets went in, the 

stench of human waste was overpowering 

in the encampments.  

     It’s not that way anymore. 

     “It’s cleaner,” James said.  

     “People are actually forming a 

community.” 

     For Caplicki, the new toilets and trash 

dumpsters have been life-altering. 

     “That’s really, really big you guys,” she 

said.  

     “To go to the bathroom is pretty 

spectacular when you don’t have them.” 

     Mama Renee is a reminder for us 

all that these are real people — not just 

people living in the shadows. 

     “I just hold onto that hope that I’m 

going to get through this day.” Caplicki 

said.  

     "If God wakes me up, I figure he’s got 

my day covered.” 

Dallas tries ... to deal with homeless 

[Cont’d from pg. 9] 

     "Where do you want them to go?" 

     But Dallas isn't alone in its Tent City 

problem. It's a urban issue. 

C hristopher Herring, a University of 

California Berkeley researcher who has 

studied the Tent City phenomenon, said 

these large encampments are a function of 

the criminalization of homelessness, and 

have come about as homeless people have 

been pushed out of more populated areas.  

     He said homeless people are finding 

“safe zones.” 

     Cities have taken two main approaches 

to dealing with homeless encampments. 

     One is to evict the homeless, which 

Herring says only further serves to further 

entrench the problem of homelessness. 

     “You’re just spreading it out and 

moving the problem,” he said.  

     “Even though it might look like the city 

is solving a problem by moving people out 

of this spot, they’re just making it invisible 

and actually worsening the problem.” 

     Cindy Crain, president and CEO of the 

Metro Dallas Homeless Alliance, said that 

approach forces the homeless to simply 

move to “another unsheltered place.” 

     “Where do you want them to go?” 

she asked.  

     “Where do you want them to pick 

up their tents and go 

to? Criminalization just doesn’t 

work.” 

     The other approach is reaching people 

where they’re at, and addressing the root 

causes of homelessness — much like what 

Dallas is doing now. 

     “In Dallas, there are not enough shelter 

beds for every homeless person,” Herring 

explained.  

     “Not providing the basic means of 

The City of Dallas is providing portable toilets and trash service to residents of a homeless encampment 

under a freeway overpass.                                                                                                                     Photo: WFAA  
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Dallas' never ending crackdown… 

[Cont’d from pg. 6] 

 

convicted of violating the sleeping in 

public ordinance.” 

     Since then, ticketing sleeping homeless 

has been fair game, and Dallas police have 

done so with gusto.  

     Municipal court data shows that, 

between January 1, 2012, and November 

15, 2015, Dallas police issued 11,123 

sleeping in public citations.  

     As of October 2015, the punishment for 

sleeping in public is a $146 fine.  

     The Stewpot offers a handful of 

workshops per year that let violators work 

off their fines through community service, 

but a minority participate. 

     The tickets are heavily concentrated 

downtown.  

A 
mong the homeless, it’s 

common knowledge that 

sleeping on a sidewalk north of 

Interstate 30 — sometimes even 

nodding off on a park bench — will net a 

ticket, or, if the officer’s in a good mood, a 

warning and stern order to move.  

     Step south of the freeway, and the cops 

don’t really care. 

     “Police will deny it, but when you talk 

to homeless individuals they will say 

‘They asked us to go south of 30,’” says 

Melissa Pricer, executive director of Dallas 

Heritage Village.  

     “Well, what’s the first spot they go 

south of 30?”  

     That’s a rhetorical question. The answer 

is The Cedars and, more specifically, the 

strip of land along the village's northern 

border.  

     This drives Pricer and other Cedars 

stakeholders up the wall. 

     Putting aside neighborhood politics and 

the unseemliness of having sleeping 

bodies littering the city sidewalks, there’s 

plenty of reason to think that sleeping in 

public bans are bad policy, says Eric Tars, 

senior counsel at the National Law Center 

on Homelessness & Poverty (NLCHP).    

     “Even if you did a simple calculation 

based on minor assumptions of what 

those [11,000] citations meant for the 

city of Dallas financially, especially if 

they turned into arrest warrants and 

people had to be brought into jail, all that 

is police time writing those tickets, police 

time bringing those people in, housing 

them overnight, [plus court costs].  

     All of that adds up to probably more 

than the cost of [providing adequate 

housing].” 

     Dallas’ ordinance is also legally 

dubious when considered in light of 

appellate court decisions in other 

jurisdictions, namely the 9th Circuit’s 

2006 ruling in Jones v. Los Angeles and 

the 11th Circuit’s 1994 ruling in Pottinger 

v. Miami, both of which mirror the logic 

in Kendall’s overturned Dallas decision.  

     “[Those] are kind of the leading ones 

that say, if you punish somebody for 

sleeping, which is an unavoidable 

consequence of being a human being, 

then you need to provide an alternative 

place to do that,” Tars says.  

     “If you punish them without having 

an alternative place to go, that’s cruel 

and unusual punishment under the 

Eighth Amendment.” 

     The available evidence (the 230 

human beings in Tent City being just the 

starkest example) suggests that Dallas 

falls woefully short of having sufficient 

shelter space for all of the homeless.  

     The Bridge homeless shelter’s 249 

slots have been filled every single night 

since it opened in 2008.  

     Austin Street’s 400 are perennially 

full as well. Beds fill slightly more slowly 

than normal on Christmas Day, but even 

then demand outstrips supply.  

     Other shelters might theoretically 

have available beds, but they often cost 

money, include mandatory participation 

in religious services or require guests to 

enroll in intensive treatment programs. 

     The federal government has begun to 

stir on the issue.  

     Last year, the Department of Justice 

waded into an NLCHP-led lawsuit in 

Idaho to argue that Boise’s ban on public 

sleeping was unconstitutional given its 

shortage of shelter beds.  

     And the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development recently began 

scoring a continuum of care agencies 

(i.e., nonprofits like the Metro Dallas 

Homeless Alliance that act as a 

clearinghouse for federal homelessness 

funds) on efforts to roll back the 

“criminalization of homelessness.” 

     The trend has yet to influence city 

code or DPD’s rousing strategy, but 

eventually, Tars hopes, it will. 

     “Nobody wants to see homeless 

people on the streets of the city, but if 

somebody has no place else to go, they 

shouldn’t be punished for sleeping there. 

If you do, you’re just making it harder 

for the homeless person.” 
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sow seeds comes around at the end of 

January and beginning of February. 

     Many wildflower varieties need a cold 

period before they are ready to 

germinate.  

     Think about the natural cycle for 

these flowers, which go to seed at the 

end of summer and during the fall in 

Texas.  

     Those seeds survive the winter and 

pop up as soon as the temperature 

begins to hover in the 70s. 

     So, now is the time to take a moment 

to think about your space for 

wildflowers.  

     What is the soil like? How much sun 

does that area get? 

     Many wildflower mixes do best in full 

sun. Order your favorite flowers soon, 

from Indian blankets to Black-Eyed 

Susans.  

     Do some research online through the 

Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center 

(www.wildflower.org).  

     If you aren’t sure, pick a seed mix and 

let nature decide which types of flowers 

grow best in your space.  

     The best source is a seed company 

that specializes in native varieties.  

F 
or an impatient 

gardener like myself, 

January is the worst 

month to weather. 

     The waiting kills me —- 

waiting to start seeds, waiting to 

break into the soil with a shovel 

and unearth the warmth and 

worms hiding just below the 

surface. 

     The holidays provided a much 

sought after distraction from 

this waiting, but now that the 

parties have ceased and the 

novelty of baking has worn off, 

I’m ready to get my hands dirty 

again. 

     Good thing there are 

wildflowers to sow. 

     According to the USDA maps, 

Fort Worth is located on the 

border of Zone 7 and 8.  

     That means the best time to 

sow wildflower seeds is fall so 

that some seeds can germinate 

and establish before winter.  

     But if you missed the window 

for scattering wildflower seeds in 

the fall, it is not too late. 

     The second opportunity to 

     For example, Wildseed Farms in 

Fredricksburg, Texas, offers regional 

mixes as well as individual 

wildflower species. 

     Careful planting will help ensure 

that most of your seeds germinate.  

     Once you have scouted out a 

sunny spot with adequate soil well-

suited to your flowers --- this means 

no mulch to get in the way of seed to 

soil contact and not too much clay or 

too many rocks that can cause poor 

growth --- follow these guidelines for 

the best results. 

     SOIL: Scalp the area w ith a 

rake to remove leaves and other 

debris from the fall and winter.  

     Nothing should be between your 

tiny wildflower seeds and the soil. 

     SUNLIGHT: Scatter  your 

seeds and then gently press them 

into the ground with a roller or your 

feet.  

     Tiny seeds indicate super shallow 

planting is needed. Without enough 

sunlight, the seeds won’t germinate. 

     WATER: Light but frequent 

watering is required until seeds 

germinate and establish.  

     

Tina Arons is a high school English teacher in 
Fort Worth, Texas.  

Learn more about her urban agriculture 
education project at FarmingTheSprawl.com. 
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Adventures in the World of  

The Beggars 

(Part 3 of Three) 

 

By R. Dubucs 

 

    I often followed my uncle’s example of 

offering a meal to street people requesting 

money.  In the process, I crossed paths 

with interesting people, including an 

idealist. 

The Face in the Mirror 

 

     My most perplexing encounter with a 

beggar involved a female with a 

cause.  The meeting was to a disconcerting 

degree an encounter with myself. 

     In 1984 I got stopped on my way to 

lunch by a woman unlike any panhandler 

I had ever seen.   

     In fact, she looked a lot like me.  She 

appeared to be my age, we were similarly 

well dressed, and she would have fit in at 

my college reunion.   

     She was one of the few female beggars 

with a touch of class. 

     I hesitated when she politely requested 

money.  In essence, I could not 

understand why she would ask me for 

cash, since this apparently was not a 

temporary predicament like a snatched 

purse.   

     Reluctantly, I invited the woman to join 

me for lunch.  She hesitated but politely 

declined. 

     Months later I opened the Washington 

Post and found her photograph and life 

story.   

     The mendicant, known to her father as 

“Muffin,” is Ellen Benjamin Thomas.  She 

is my age and a dropout from the upper-

middle class.   

     Not long before our encounter, Ellen, 

who likes poetry, had quit her job, given 

away her possessions, and married 

Thomas, a nuclear-arms protester living 

on the streets.   

     (With her husband, she went on to 

focus for decades on fighting nuclear 

weapons.) 

     After reading the newspaper, I was 

glad I had offered Ellen lunch in 1984 

and glad she had refused.   

     In one respect, her refusal cost her 

little.  Based on the article, she frequently 

eats restaurant fare.   

     However, this woman who is much 

like me gets food out of a restaurant’s 

garbage dumpster. 

     In 1987 I passed the nuclear 

disarmament group in its usual spot near 

the White House.   

     I recognized, I believe, Ellen in the 

group.  While she looked happy, she also 

looked worn and much older than before.   

     Life on the streets is tough, especially 

on women. 

Hunger Test Rules 

     If you decide to use my uncle’s hunger 

test, I suggest you follow seven 

rules.  They are: 

     1.  Never give anything to child 

beggars.  If one truly appears in need, call 

the police to get him off the dangerous 

streets. 

   2.  Follow safety procedures.  When 

leading a panhandler to an eatery, use only 

busy, well-lighted streets.  Never flash a 

bankroll in paying for the meal. 

    3.  Except in unusual circumstances, 

feed at most one beggar a day.  It is better 

to help one than to become discouraged 

and help none. 

   4.  Except in unusual circumstances, 

treat each panhandler once only. 

Ellen Benjamin Thomas, 1984 
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    5.  Do not leave the diner before your 

guest has been served the meal 

ordered.  Thus he will neither get kicked 

out nor revise the order to substitute an 

alcoholic drink. 

     6.  Tip the waitress generously.  Often 

street people are undesirable customers. 

     7.  Finally, be polite, and keep your 

sense of humor and spirit of adventure as 

you enter briefly the alien world of the 

panhandlers. 

Who Are the Beggars? 

 

    While the hunger test is not perfect, I 

found it quite effective at distinguishing 

the hungry from the others.   

     More often than not, mendicants have 

rejected my offer of a meal.  (Some 

probably believed they could obtain 

money from multiple pedestrians for 

various necessities by not stopping to 

eat.)   

     Most of those who accepted food did 

appear to need a helping hand. 

    The hunger test is also illuminating in 

other ways.   

     The seven beggars profiled in Parts 1 

through 3 of this article include: (1) two 

young black males from the rural South 

searching everywhere for work; (2) an 

aging black male alcoholic; (3) a black 

female of limited intelligence who was 

scarred by racism; (4) an educated white 

male who transformed from a fake 

beggar to a real one; (5) a white lower-

class female from Appalachia in 

desperate circumstances; and (6) a white 

upper-middle-class female from 

California who jumped off the yuppie 

track for love and an ideal. 

     If you want to help hungry street 

people but not be duped, either try the 

hunger test or volunteer at a soup 

kitchen.     You may even like some of the 

colorful characters you meet.  I do! 

drought. The ground was dry and cracked 

and the  sun shone brightly from above.  

     Timothy and the other ants had been 

hard at work all  morning.   Their line of 

ants stretched as far as he could see. 

Timothy wiped his forehead  and squinted.  

     What was that? It was people!  

     While he had been busy trailing back  

and forth, a family of campers had moved 

onto the campsite next to the anthill. They  

were unloading long poles and sacks full of 

food.  

     Timothy smiled. 

     I believe I’m going to camp tonight too, 

he decided.  

     Timothy waved goodbye to his  buddies, 

grabbed a short stick and a curve shaped 

leaf and set up camp nearby. 

     Hey, where were they going with those 

long poles?  

     Timothy didn’t want to miss a thing. He 

jumped on the end of one of the long poles 

just before it left the ground.  

     After a short walk, the people stopped 

on top of some wooden boards near the 

water. 

     They each took turns sticking their 

hand inside a container.  

     Timothy was curious. He quietly made 

his way over to the container, up the side 

and to the top.  

     Timothy leaned over to see what was 

inside.   WHOOAA! Plop! It was too late. 

Timothy had leaned over too far and 

landed inside. He shook some dirt from 

his eye.  

     Oh, Yuck!  Timothy said  as he 

scrambled out . He found himself a spot in 

the shade beside the tackle box.  

     Timothy leaned back and whistled a 

tune while he waited for a ride back to the 

campsite. 

[Cont’d on pg. 18] 

Timothy Camps Out 

By Karn Gavis 

   It was high noon during a long Texas 
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By Laura Kelly, Courtesy of INSP News 

Service www.INSP.ngo / INSP  

Street paper vendors earned a total 

of $33 million last year, according 

to new figures collated by INSP 

ahead of this year’s #VendorWeek. 

Over the last year, our global 

network helped 27,000 people earn 

an income and enjoyed a collective 

readership of 5.6 million. “It’s a 

testament to the strength of the 

enterprising model that – in 

challenging times for mainstream 

print media – 23.5 million street 

papers were sold last year,” says 

INSP Chief Executive Maree Aldam. 

Vendors around the world also tell 

us about the life-changing power of 

street papers.  

 

S 
treet paper vendors earned a total 

of £23.4 million last year, 

according to new figures collated 

by INSP ahead of this year's 

#VendorWeek. 

     INSP brings together 112 street papers 

across 35 countries.  

     Every February, the network joins 

together to celebrate their vendors and 

their international reach. 

     INSP Chief Executive Maree Aldam 

said:  

     "It's incredible to see the collective 

impact of the INSP network; in 27 years, 

street papers have helped hundreds of 

thousands of the most disadvantaged 

people in cities worldwide.  

     In the past year alone, our 112 member 

street papers have enabled our hard-

working vendors have earned a share of 

more than £23 million. 

     "It's also a testament to the strength 

of the enterprising model that - in 

challenging times for mainstream print 

media - 23.5 million street papers were 

sold last year." 

     Since the first street paper was 

published in New York in 1989, street 

papers have offered a means to earn an 

income to almost 300,000 marginalized 

people. 

      The network continues to grow and 

evolve, said Maree:  

     "We have recently seen new street 

papers launching in the USA, Mexico, 

Austria and Finland.  

     We look forward to the impact they 

will have as part of the INSP network 

for many more years to come." 

     Over the last year, INSP street papers 

allowed 27,000 people to earn an 

income. At any one time, there are 

around 11,000 street paper vendors out 

on the streets. 

      Vendors frequently talk about the 

enormous impact that selling a street 

paper has had on their lives. 

     Craig Newman sells The Big Issue, in 

Bristol, in the UK. He said the street paper 

was a life-saver. 

     "It's been about six years since I quit 

drugs. I got myself a little flat but I still 

struggled with loneliness and isolation," 

he explained. 

     "When I started selling The Big Issue in 

Bristol it was life-changing. I began to get 

myself together. It gave me routine, 

structure, and got me connecting with 

people again. It probably saved my life." 

     Danish vendor André Christiansen 

agreed. 

     "Hus Forbi has helped me get a decent 

life rather than being a beggar," said 

André of selling the street paper in 

Copenhagen.  

[Cont’d on pg.  28] 

Street papers put $33 million 

 in the pockets of world’s most disadvantaged 

Photo:  Annette Karnes 

Steve Karnes selling The Journey Street Newspaper 
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“Street papers have affected my life by making me 

economically more sound, giving me a purpose to 

wake up in the morning.    I’m always out there 

meeting and talking to other people.  It’s kind of 

uplifting talking to all different kinds of walks of 

life.  — Vendor Manager, Jeffrey Ray Irby 

#VendorWeek 
Each February, 

INSP leads a 

celebration of 

thousands of 

street paper 

vendors who are 

working, in often 

difficult 

circumstances, to 

change their own 

lives.  

#VendorWeek 

2016 takes place 

from  

February 1 - 7.  

Why not join us?  
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Community Voice 

[Cont’d from pg. 15] 

 

    Later, the people family built a fire. The 

flames flickered while the children went  

inside and returned with round white 

plumps of food. They stuck them on the 

end of  sticks and into the fire , then ate 

them! Timothy had never seen anything 

like it.  

     One of  the white plumps fell off  a stick 

and onto the ground. Timothy waited a 

few moments then inched over to it.  

     SLURP! What a treat! Timothy smiled 

happily as he licked sticky white goo from 

his antennae.  

     It was dark now and the light of the 

moon shone through the bare limbs of an 

old oak tree.  

     The campers were sitting around the 

fire talking. Timothy moved a little closer, 

so he could hear.  

     One of the boys was telling a story 

about a big footed, one-eyed  grizzly bear.  

He squinched one eye and looked at 

Timothy.  

     GULP! Timothy could almost see a big, 

hairy foot chasing after him. He ran 

quickly back to camp and dove into his 

sleeping bag. In no time at all, Timothy 

was zippered up to his neck, head on his 

pillow, eyes closed and fast asleep. 

Well-Armed activists openly 

defy Texas law to feed the 

homeless – hundreds clothed 

and fed 

 

By Matt Agorist 

 

W hen feeding the homeless becomes 

an act of civil disobedience, Americans 

have been asleep for far too long. 

     Luckily, however, there are still good 

people who are willing to defy such 

arbitrary and ill-conceived laws and 

ordinances. 

     The folks over at the aptly named 

organization Don’t Comply, took to the 

streets just outside the Austin Street 

Shelter in Dallas last month to perform, 

what has now become a revolutionary act 

– feeding the homeless. 

     “We are not complying with a bad 

law today,” Matthew Short, PR director 

of Don’t Comply said.  

     “Evidently the city of Dallas believes 

that it’s wrong, or bad, or unlawful for 

us to feed more than a certain number of 

people at a time.  

     But, during Christmas, we want to 

show love to our community and give 

these people a chance to survive the 

winter, whether it be with blankets or 

coats, or just giving them a holiday 

party like today with all kinds of 

cookies, and goodies, turkey and 

dressing, and the whole nine yards.” 

     Last December, the Dallas city 

council enacted Ordinance No. 

29595, which makes it illegal to serve 

food to the homeless without jumping 

through a statist myriad of bureaucratic 

hoops, including a fee, training classes, 

and written notices. 

     One should not need to file multiple 

forms and pay a fee to obtain a permit to 

give food to those in need who are 

willingly ready to accept it.  

     The folks at Don’t Comply know this. 

     According to Brett Sanders, hundreds 

of homeless people showed up to not only 

enjoy a fantastic array of food, snacks and 

beverages – but there was also an 

assortment of winter clothing that was 

donated as well. 

     “All of the homeless people that I talked 

to during the event were extremely 

grateful for the support and there was a 

sense of humanity that is indescribable.   

     Interacting with other human 

beings whom most consider to be living 

life at rock bottom will likely alter your 

perspective on the world around you,” 

explained Sanders. 

     The event went off without a hitch, even 

after code enforcers showed up.  

     Lead organizer of the event, Murdoch 

Pizgatti was confronted by the enforcers 

who told him to file the proper paperwork 

upon the event’s conclusion to which, 

Pizgatti politely replied, “no.” 

     “We’ve already had to speak to the 

police, they’ve already come and 

delivered code to us,” said Short, 

explaining what happened when the code 

enforcers showed up.  

     “But, after shaking hands with them, 

they realized we’re all armed – and we’re 

gonna do what we’re gonna do because 

it’s not an immoral thing that we are 

doing.” 

Organization, Don’t Comply, feed the homeless 

in Dallas.                                Photo: Matt Argorist 
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As DOJ zeros in on profit-driven policing,  

advocates urge crackdown  
By Ryan J. Reilly, Huffington Post 

Civil rights lawyers say the feds 

need to go after local officials who 

violate constitutional rights and 

"trample the law with impunity." 

F 
ederal civil rights officials at the 

Department of Justice are 

launching an effort to combat 

widespread constitutional abuses 

in U.S. courts in the hope of ending budget

-driven policies that cripple those unable 

to afford fines and fees for minor offenses. 

     As part of the Obama administration's 

broader criminal justice reform push, DOJ 

representatives will hold a meeting on 

Wednesday that will bring together 

academics, state officials and civil rights 

advocates who have challenged court 

practices that send the poor into an 

endless cycle of debt and incarceration.  

     Justice Department officials said they 

hope to find out how the federal 

government could be most effective in 

helping bring local court systems in line 

with constitutional standards, given how 

prevalent constitutional violations are in 

state and local courts. 

     The DOJ's focus on court fees and bail 

practices follows the release in March of 

an extensive investigation by the Justice 

Department's Civil Rights Division, which 

revealed how officials in Ferguson, 

Missouri, had colluded to raise revenue 

when they hit residents with exorbitantly 

high fines and fees, regardless of their 

ability to pay, and locked people in cages 

to extract money from them.  

     While Ferguson's police department 

and municipal court came under scrutiny 

after the August 2014 death of Michael 

Brown, such practices weren't unique to 

Ferguson, St. Louis County or the state of 

Missouri.  

     Even with all the scrutiny on 

Ferguson's municipal court, change has 

been slow. 

     But advocates who have 

litigated against the 

unconstitutional practices of local 

criminal justice systems, including 

civil rights lawyer Alec 

Karakatsanis, say the Justice 

Department needs to get more 

aggressive in going after public 

officials, law enforcement officers 

and judges who have set up 

systems that lock people up for 

minor offensives for the purpose 

of generating revenue. 

     "The number one thing that DOJ 

could do is to start actually prosecuting 

people for these conspiracies to violate 

peoples' constitutional rights," said the co-

founder of Equal Justice Under Law, 

which has successfully challenged 

unconstitutional local court practices.  

     "We often talk about how we're a 

society based on the rule of law, but local 

government officials have, for years, been 

allowed to trample the law with 

impunity." 

     Karakatsanis, who worked as a public 

defender before he co-founded Equal 

Justice Under Law with a fellow Harvard 

Law graduate, said the federal government 

has "completely stood on the sidelines," as 

local officials have been "blatantly 

disregarding" the law all over the country. 

     Thomas Harvey, co-founder and 

executive director of ArchCity Defenders, a 

nonprofit which played a major role 

in exposing constitutional abuses in St. 

Louis County's broken network of 

municipal courts, also believes the federal 

government needs to get more assertive, 

given how widespread constitutional 

violations like fixed bail systems are in the  

[Cont’d on pg. 24] 
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Analysis: The Death of Taxes on Illegal Drugs in Texas 
By Ross Ramsey, The Texas Tribune 

 

I 
llegal drugs in Texas are no longer 

taxable. 

 

That said exactly what you think it 

said. Until the most recent legislative 

session, the state had a tax on illegal 

drugs, adding tax evasion to the list of 

things that could put buyers and sellers 

into jail.  

     Selling and buying those drugs remains 

illegal, but now the transactions are tax-

free. 

     The tax went to its unheralded death 

last September, part of a legislative 

weeding of the state’s tax laws. 

     It was a headline-grabber back in the 

day, passing in the Legislature’s 1989 

session, when Texas lawmakers were 

looking for ways to make a political and 

policy statement.  

     This fell between the eras of “just say 

no” and “zero tolerance.”   

     The gubernatorial election that featured 

Republican Clayton Williams Jr. touting 

“the joys of busting rocks” as a 

punishment for young criminals was just 

around the corner. 

     Popping drug dealers, always a popular 

political idea, was particularly strong at 

the time.  

     And the story then was all about Al 

Capone, the famous Chicago gangster 

nabbed not for his violence — the St. 

Valentine’s Day Massacre was attributed 

to him — or for smuggling booze during 

Prohibition, but for tax evasion. 

     Former state Rep. Billy Clemons of 

Lufkin sailed the tax through the House 

and Senate in 1989 and got a signature 

from then-Gov. Bill Clements, a 

Republican.  

     It was a political no-brainer. 

     Maybe they approved the law for the 

headlines.  

     But the explanation they gave for 

adding tax stamps to packaging for illegal 

drugs was to give law enforcement 

another brick to throw at drug dealers. 

      It remained illegal to sell drugs — that 

never changed.  

     The idea was that dealers would have 

to buy the stamps or be liable for tax 

evasion — in addition to the other 

criminal penalties — if they were caught 

with unstamped drugs. 

     Bob Bullock, the comptroller at the 

time, made a splash unveiling the 

stamps, which were printed on silver foil 

and featured drawings of Death or a Jolly 

Roger and the words Death-Drug-Taxes 

connected by arrows. 

     Some of the stamps were sold, 

presumably to collectors.  

     But you never know, unless you were 

involved in a transaction. 

     The legislation set the rates, too: $3.50 

per gram for marijuana, $200 per gram 

for other substances and so on.  

     The actual law called for a tax on 

“marihuana” and controlled substances; 

that odd spelling for pot is a remnant 

from older state laws. 

     A lot of the law's intended zing was 

undone by the Texas Court of Criminal 

Appeals, which ruled in a 1996 case 

where a man was caught with marijuana 

and billed by the state for $49,070 in 

taxes.  

     He argued that the taxes amounted to 

punishment and that jail time on drug 

charges would amount to unconstitutional 

double jeopardy.  

     The court agreed, essentially telling 

police and prosecutors to choose between 

the tax and the charges when punishing 

people for drug possession. 

     So the law came in with a bang and then 

was mostly forgotten, leaving the books 

last year with barely a sigh. 

     Hardly anyone who voted to repeal the 

tax even knew it was in there.  

     If they did, give them some brownie 

points.  

     All they had to go on was “Chapter 159, 

Tax Code,” the fourth of seven items in a 

list under this innocuous heading: 

      “Section 36. The following are 

repealed:” 

      A little thing like that can kill a whole 

section of the state’s lengthy tax code, 

which was the point of last year’s 

legislation.  

     Incoming comptroller Glenn Hegar 

offered lawmakers a laundry list of unused 

and outmoded sections of the tax code to 

excise, and excise they did. 

     They didn’t necessarily know what they 

were excising — just that it was a chance to 

kill some taxes, to thin the rules and to say, 

truthfully, that they had actually unpassed 

some laws. 

     Texas is not showing much appetite for 

legalizing marijuana as Colorado and some 

other states have done, although efforts to 

lessen the penalties for small amounts 

have found some traction.  

     It’s not like this has suddenly become a 

drug-friendly Legislature. 

     Besides, if that trend catches on and 

Texas allows vendors to open marijuana 

stands to compete with liquor stores, they 

can always turn around and put a tax on 

“marihuana” back in place. 

     It was done once before — after Al 

Capone was put in prison and Prohibition 

was repealed. 
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...DOJ Zeros In On Profit-Driven Policing… 

[Cont’d from pg. 20] 

 

U.S. 

     "I don't think we can pretend like the 

players in the system are ignorant about 

the impact of the system.  

     So it's not a question of 'Do they 

understand the Constitution?' 'Have they 

been given guidelines?'  

     It's a question of holding them 

accountable to it -- and DOJ can play a 

massive role in holding them 

accountable," Harvey said. 

     "I'm past the point of giving the benefit 

of doubt to a lot of the players in the 

system.  

     I don't think it's reasonable to conclude 

that they didn't know what's going on." 

     Harvey said working with those in the 

system can be effective in many other 

areas, but litigation is necessary when it 

comes to court fees and fines -- and DOJ 

"has the authority and power to really lend 

their name and their credibility to that 

work." 

     "There are too many jurisdictions 

where fees and fines pay for public 

defender, prosecutor and judge, so the 

system is pretty compromised as it 

stands," he said.  

Everybody knows that you can't 

lock someone in a cage just because 

they can't afford to pay  

—Alec Karakatsanis  

     A 2010 American Civil Liberties Union 

report on debtors' prisons, co-directed by 

current Civil Rights Division chief Vanita 

Gupta, made a similar point, as it found 

that courts had viewed fines and fees as a 

"critical revenue stream" and assessed 

them "in ways that clearly reflect their 

increasing reliance on funding from some 

of the poorest defendants who appear 

before them."     

     For now, it seems unlikely that the 

Justice Department will litigate or 

prosecute officials who ignored 

constitutional requirements as they used 

their judicial systems as ATMs.  

     DOJ officials said there's a lack of 

research into court practices and 

national data that would make it easy to 

identify jurisdictions that generated a 

large portion of their budgets from fines 

and fees.  

     Just this week, the Sunlight 

Foundation and Muckrock launched an 

initiative to gather that type of 

information.    

     Justice Department officials indicated 

they will focus their efforts on 

highlighting the work that outside 

organizations have done on a state and 

local level and incentivizing local 

jurisdictions to move away from fines 

and fees that lead to unnecessary 

incarceration.  

     Much like the MacArthur 

Foundation's Safety and Justice 

Challenge, that effort could draw 

criticism from some advocates who say 

such programs essentially reward 

jurisdictions that have engaged in 

unconstitutional behavior. 

    The Office of Civil Rights within the 

DOJ's Office of Justice Programs is 

reviewing several complaints against 

jurisdictions which have received federal 

grants to determine whether their pre-trial 

and bail policies violate federal law.  

     One topic that could be discussed 

Wednesday is whether the Justice 

Department should assess the practices of 

police departments before they receive 

federal grants, a suggestion former 

Attorney General Eric Holder believes 

should be considered. 

  An event at the White House on 

Thursday will follow Wednesday's 

meeting.  

     It will feature Attorney General Loretta 

Lynch, The Wire creator David Simon, 

Michael B. Jordan and political advocate 

Grover Norquist.  

     One of Harvey's clients, Qiana 

Williams, will also attend.  

     The homeless single mother spent 

weeks at a time in jail over traffic tickets in 

St. Louis County and was once arrested 

after she called police for help when she 

reported that her former boyfriend had 

hurt her.  

      Harvey and Karakatsanis hope the 

White House event will trigger legal action 

against the types of systems that led to 

Williams being jailed over unpaid fines. 

   "Everybody knows that you can't lock 

someone in a cage just because they can't 

afford to pay, let alone develop an entire 

municipal government policy to do that to 

raise revenue," Karakatsanis said.  

     "When you think about what they're 

doing, it's really grotesque. And that's 

happening all over the country."  
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ZIP CODES: All Zip Codes  

Community Crossroads 

1516 Hemphill, 817-335-1231 

Wed. - Thur. 12 pm - 2 pm 

(Closed 3rd Wednesday of every month) 

Bring Photo ID, proof of residency on first 

time, Photo ID only after that 

ZIP CODES:  All Zip Codes 

Community Food Bank 

3000 Galvez Avenue,  817-924-3333 

Mon. - Fri., 9 am - 2 pm 

Complete application, Proof of ID, Also 

has a Pet Food Pantry 

 

ZIP CODES:  76102, 76111, 76117  

Cornerstone Assistance Network 

3500 Noble Avenue, 817-632-6000  

Mon., Wed., Fri.    9 am - 12 pm    1 pm - 3 

pm 

By Appointment Only, Referral letter from 

partner agency, (call for a partner list), 

Bring Photo ID                                                                  

ZIP CODES:  76103, 76112, 76120 

Eastside Ministries 

5929 E. Lancaster Ave., 817-446-3278   

Mon. – Fri. 9 am - 11:30 am 

Proof of address, Proof of income, Paid 

bill, SS#’s , Photo ID   

IP CODES:  All Zip Codes  

First Street Methodist Mission 

 801 W. 1st St., 817-335-6080 

 Wed. – Thur.10 am - 1 pm 

Bring photo ID, proof of address, SS 
card, utility bill, need SS’s or birth certif-
icate of all family members, Proof of res-
idence last 30 days 

Sack Lunches Monday, Wednesday 

 

Don’t see a Food Pantry  listing? 

See any changes that need to be 

made to existing Food Pantry list? 

Email us and we’ll be sure to add 

or correct current Food Pantry 

listings 

info@journeypaper.org 

ZIP CODES:  76102, 76104, 76105, 
76112, 76119  

Greater St Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church 

4628 Avenue J, 817-534-6364  

Tuesday ONLY except holidays from 1 
pm - 2:30pm (must arrive by 2:20pm)  

Picture ID, proof of income, social 
security cards, current utility bill, 
assistance limited to once in a month 
and three times per year.  

Zip Codes:  76105, 76103, 76112, 
76119, 76120 

Polytechnic Community Centers 

801 W. 1st Street, 817-531-2803 

Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri., 9 am - 12 pm 

Bring SS card, photo ID, proof of in-
come, Proof of residence, ID for all 
household members, first come first 
serve, Spanish speaking 

ZIP CODES: 76104, 76109, 76110    

(Emergency one time service of oth-

er zip codes)  

Southside Church of Christ 

 2101 Hemphill, 817-923-8276 

Tuesday      10 00 am - 12 pm 

Bring photo ID, ID for all household 

members, SS card, proof of income  

ZIP CODES: 76115, 76132  - 76134, 

76123  

St. Bartholomew Catholic Church 

3601 Altamesa Blvd.,  817-361-8420  

Mon, Wed., Fri.  1 -  4 pm 

Thurs.  6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Picture ID, proof of address  

ZIP CODES:  All Zip Codes 

Travis Avenue Baptist Church 

800 West Berry, 817-924-4266 

Friday 9:30 am - 11:30 am 

Bring photo ID 

FOOD PANTRY LISTINGS 
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By Jenny Dao, Manitou Messenger 

 

A 
s the homeless population in 

America’s major cities has 

increased over the last decade, 

many politicians have made 

efforts to combat the issue by 

criminalizing it.  

      The National Law Center on 

Homelessness and Poverty reported over 

50 cities that impose ordinances against 

loitering, camping, begging and sleeping in 

public.  

     New York, Denver, Honolulu and 

several other major cities in the U.S. have 

imposed a strict “urban camping ban” as a 

way to protect tourism.  

     Recently, the city of Boise, Idaho was 

prosecuted for criminalizing people 

sleeping in public. 

     Earlier this year, the Department of 

Justice deemed that in areas where there is 

a lack of shelter, any effort to criminalize 

sleeping in public would be 

unconstitutional.  

     The Eighth Amendment protects people 

who sleep in public when there is no 

alternative available.  

     The plaintiffs who filed the lawsuit in 

2009 were homeless people convicted 

under the city’s sleeping ban ordinance. 

     The DOJ’s ruling took effect 

immediately and was applied to all cities in 

the nation.  

     Municipalities across America have 

adhered to the new ruling and 

reconsidered their homeless policies, 

specifically their anti-camping and anti-

sleeping bans.  

     Before the ruling, homeless people 

could find many of their daily activities 

labeled crimes, whether that activity be 

loitering, pushing carts or even taking a 

nap.  

     New Orleans banned obstructions such 

as tents and shopping carts in public 

spaces.  

     In states like California, Arizona and 

Utah, “no camping” signs are prevalent 

and can be easily spotted on any street. 

     The motivations for these anti-

homelessness laws are economically 

motivated.  

     Large cities are pushed to allow large 

corporations to advertise in public 

spaces, effectively making many areas 

into tourist attractions.  

     These wealthy areas have a would 

rather have a successful tourist business 

than allow their fellow citizens to sleep 

on the streets.  

     In what seems like common sense, the 

ruling of the DOJ, “people should be able 

to sleep on the street when they have no 

other choice,” wakes America up to a 

moral question:  

     Why do we push the homeless into 

shelters or punish them for being visible 

in public?  

     There are also many whose efforts to 

get the homeless off the streets stem only 

from an attempt to clean the streets 

cosmetically. 

“No Camping” signs criminalize the homeless  
     Peter Marin comments regarding this 

effort in his book Helping and Hating the 

Homeless, saying “Compassion is a little 

more than passion for control.” 

     Despite new ordinances, set to help the 

homelessness problem, the issue is still 

one of the most prevalent and difficult 

issues in most American cities.  

     Though attempts may be well 

intentioned, these new policies serve only 

to veil the reality of the situation.  

     With nowhere else to go, the homeless 

will be pushed out of the streets even 

further, and be forced into shelters or the 

very outskirts where safety is an even 

larger issue. 
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Stop Traffic:...Hold the line 

[Cont’d from pg. 10] 

 

     “Buggy, it wasn’t luck.” 

     As a nation, we recognize PTSD as a 

severely debilitating disease.  

     While I may not condone stopping 

afternoon traffic, I do recognize the 

courage it takes to open up the way he 

did.  

     My family is extremely appreciative 

for his kind words. 

     Perhaps the next time you see a vet, 

you may hold the line as well. 

Need to make some extra 

cash? 

Need help making ends 

meet? 

You can sell  

The Journey Street  

Newspaper! 

 

Call: 

(817) 902-7911 

to set an appointment 

More in Tarrant County living in poverty 

[Cont’d from pg. 3] 

 

estimates are used for distribution of Title 

1 funds to schools with high numbers of 

socioeconomically disadvantaged 

students.  

     Title 1 allocations are for the 2016-2017 

school year. 

Street papers sell $33 million last year... 

[Cont’d from pg. 16] 

 

     "I have something to offer to people 

now. I talk to many people about the 

paper, the content, what it is like to be 

homeless." 

     Hus Forbi is now the most-read paid-

for, monthly magazine in Denmark with 

an ABC-certified readership of 526,000 in 

2015.  

     Worldwide, street papers have a 

readership of 5.6 million. 

     In the last year, street papers sold a 

total of 23.5 million copies across the 

world. 

     They offer work to anyone who needs it 

- giving a hand up to many people who are 

marginalized by homelessness and 

poverty. 

     Lavina Hillman used to work in a law 

firm and now sells Real Change in Seattle.  

     She said that open-door policy was very 

important for her after she lost her job and 

her home. 

     "Real Change is the only no-questions-

asked program. No discrimination," she 

said. 

     To anyone who doubts whether selling a 

street paper is work, Lavina added:  

     "if selling a cell phone is a real job, then 

selling a paper is too." 

     INSP #VendorWeek runs from 

February 1 - 7.  
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 Special Ed cams in Texas classrooms 

[Cont’d from pg. 8] 

 

     According to the group, school districts 

statewide could face millions of dollars in 

expenses if every eligible special education 

classroom received a camera. 

     That could be tougher for smaller 

districts, but it still means a lot of zeroes 

for the bigger ones.  

     Districts in cities like Austin and Dallas 

could be forced to pay $1.6 million and 

$1.4 million, respectively, according to 

estimates provided by the council. 

     Here's why: When a district pays to 

monitor its classrooms, it won't just be 

buying the camera equipment.  

     Schools will also need servers, 

microphones, archival capabilities, ceiling 

mounts, labor fees and so forth.  

     And that's not even considering 

whether some rooms will need more than 

one camera. 

     "We have to figure out how to store the 

video and audio, and that's a very 

expensive thing to do," said Robbie 

Stinnett, a director of special education 

for Texas' Duncanville ISD. 

     Stinnett says she has already received 

requests for cameras from three parents, 

and that number could rise, considering 

the fact that she has a few dozen other 

camera-eligible classrooms. 

     Some critics say the law missed a bigger 

opportunity. Other solutions that they say 

could be proposed include: more on-the-

job training, restraint-skills learning, and 

higher teacher salaries. 

     "Schools are stretched," Stinnett said. 

"If [a bill] becomes law, it needs to be 

funded, because public education isn't 

funded well enough to add stuff on top of 

it." 

Super Bowl 50:  Homeless in the host city 

[Cont’d from pg. 7] 

average).  

     To make matters worse still, in 1989, 

the Bay Area was struck by the Loma 

Prieta earthquake; further adding to the 

City’s homeless count and putting 

enormous stress on the city’s already 

tattered safety net.  

     Since then, Mayor after Mayor, 

Administration after Administration, has 

either pledged to solve the problem or 

has, in the case of The “Honorable” 

Willie Brown, simply thrown up his 

hands and said that San Francisco isn’t a 

place where poor people should live.  

     Whichever approach they’ve chosen, 

they’ve achieved the same results; a 

homeless population that has actually 

increased - this, despite that fact that San 

Francisco spends more per capita on 

homeless services than any city in the US. 

 

OUTDATED RESPONSE 

     Following the ’89 quake, non-profit 

agencies sprang up like mushrooms on, 

well, you know…  

     At the time, most of them were 

genuinely interested in addressing the 

problem and finding solutions.  

     In the intervening decades, however, 

city/county contracts and bloated 

bureaucracies have shifted that focus 

from ending homelessness to providing 

job security within their organizations 

and expanding their real estate portfolios 

and influence within the City.  

     With a few notable exceptions, they 

have morphed into a homeless industrial 

complex that does more to perpetuate the 

problem than to solve it.  

     San Francisco has just over 800K 

residents with between 6K and 10K 

homeless people on any given night.   

     As noted previously, the City’s single 

adult shelter system can accommodate 

only around 1200.  

     By comparison, New York City has over 

8 Million residents with a homeless 

population of around 60K.  

     The shelter system there, by law, must 

– and does - accommodate anyone 

requesting shelter.  

     As a result, the most recent point in 

time count indicated that NYC, with over 

10x SF’s population, actually had half the 

number of people sleeping on the street 

(around 3000 in NYC and over 6000 in 

SF).  

     New York is demonstrating that, 

despite the federal government’s lack of 

action and funding to resolve 

homelessness, it’s possible for 

municipalities to make choices to spend 

money effectively.  

     Other cities including Salt Lake, 

Washington DC, Houston, and others are 

making these choices and their decreasing 

counts of homeless people reflect these 

choices. San Francisco, on the other hand, 

is a contradiction.  

     It spends more money and gets less in 

return than any other city.  

     San Francisco is small in area, small in 

population, and has deep pockets. The Bay 

Area is the center of the technology 

industry and San Francisco’s annual 

budget is larger than that of many nations.  

     What it doesn’t have is the will and the 

political courage to tackle this decade’s old 

problem effectively.  

     It’s not only about money. It’s about 

priorities and values. 

www.dollarphotoclub.com/travel_bug 



30   The Journey Street Newspaper 

Distributed on the sidewalk under the rights guaranteed by the First Amendment of the Constitution of The United States of America 

Kid’s Corner 
[Answer on pg. 27] 
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Fire Station #3  — the way we were back then (Calhoun at 15th) 

…. And the way we are now (4700 Ramey Avenue) 


